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Landscape architecture is at the forefront of design and
planning disciplines when it comes to shaping and protecting
ecosystemsand human habitats. Atthe University of Washington
(UW), we strive to create a program that meets the complex
social, environmental, political, and aesthetic challenges of
our time. Our program emphasis on urban ecological design
addresses the multiple dimensions of today’s urban challenges

sustainable infrastructure, culturally based placemaking,
ecological literacy, and human and environmental health. With
a focus on the intersection of urbanism, ecology, design, and
civic activism, our program reflects the unique characters
and assets of Seattle and the Pacific Northwest. This report
highlights our activities and achievements during the last two
academic years—2009-2011.
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In Between Climate and Built Environments (BE Lab)

This interdisciplinary studio addresses the global challenge of climate change and the
more localized challenge—the urgency of responsible and responsive design to engage both
immediate and future needs of the Pacific Rim cities. It investigates the role of urban and
architectural design in addressing the predictions of rising waters in the Pacific Rim cities
including those in Alaska, Japan, and specifically Seattle. Instructors: Thaisa Way, with Ken
Oshima (Architecture), BE Lab Spring 2010
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Van Asselt Elementary School

This service-learning studio focused on Van Asselt Elementary in Seattle’s Beacon Hill
neighborhood to envision more enriching places for learning and play. Project research
included a field trip to local precedents of school wetlands, gardens, and play areas,
students undertook precedent studies of these and other learning environments. The studio
engaged with teachers and staff through a survey, worked with four 3rd and 4th grade
classes on analysis and design activities, and learned about school’s wetland. Instructor:
Julie Johnson, Project Design Studio, Winter 2010
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The University of
Foundation for 2010-2011 academic year for a project titled “Now Urbanism: City Building in
the 21st Century and Beyond.” Working with co-directors Thaisa Way and Margaret O’Mara
(History), faculty from the landscape architecture department lead a number of the Sawyer
colloguia as well as associated lectures and symposiums. This past fall Chris Reed (StoSS
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Transcultural Cities

Jeff Hou leads an international and interdisciplinary research group for a project titled
“Immigrants, Place and Cross-cultural Understanding,” with support from Worldwide
Universities Network (WUN), the University of Washington Office of Global Affairs,
Pennsylvania State University, University of Sheffield, University of Sydney, University of
Wisconsin, Madison. The prOJect culmlnated in a symposium titled “Transcultural Cities”
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Regional Open Space Strategy

The GFL and the Northwest Center for Livable Communities have completed scoping

for a potential Regional Open Space Strategy process for Central Puget Sound. The
project engaged over 100 people from government, planning professions and non-profit
organizations to define the needs, opportunities, participants and processes to be used in
developing strategies for preserving and enhancing the region’s connected ecological and
recreational open spaces.

Neighborhoods for People

Seattle Toolkit 2010

Last winter GFL published the guidebook Neighborhoods for People, developed by two UW
Landscape Architecture students, Katherine Wimble and Eric Scharnhorst, while working
as ScanlDesign Interns for the GFL and Gehl Architects. The booklet demonstrates how the
Gehl methodology for assessing and providing quality public space can be applied to the
neighborhood scale, using Seattle as a case example. It can be downloaded from the GFL
website: http://greenfutures.washington.edu/

Activating Alley Handbook

Most recently, our ScanlDesign Interns Jenny Hampton and Mary Fialko have developed

an illustrated document Activating Alleys for a Lively City, also with advisement from Gehl
Architects and Professor Rottle. The Activating Alleys booklet will be published this winter and
will also be available for download from the GFL website.

NEW

Urban Green Infrastructure Certificate Program

The department has launched a new Urban Green Infrastructure Certificate Program offered
through the UW Extension Professional and Continuing Education Office. Led by Brice
Maryman and Nate Cormier of SvR, The program is offered as a series of online courses that
target both the national and international audience of design and planning professionals.
The program addresses the emerging discourse and practice of green infrastructure while
building on current examples in the Seattle area. This certificate program is registered with
the ASLA's Landscape Architecture Continuing Education System (LA CES) and meets the
requirements of professional development hours required for license renewal-
http://www.pce.uw.edu/prog.aspx?id=3807

Designing the Future

lain Robertson and Julie Johnson developed in Spring 2010 a new undergraduate, large-
lecture course that will be offered for the first time in Spring 2011. The purpose of this
course addresses the need for an introductory survey of the physical and spatial design
fields as well as contemporary practice in the context of an ever-changing world. The course
will provide students with perspectives on the distinctive ways that spatial design professions
study, engage, manipulate and relate to the physical, social, and ecological environment. The
course offers great recruitment potential for undergraduate programs in the College of Built
Environments.

ON_DISPLAY

Parallel Cases@4th International Architectural

Biennale Rotterdam

Work of the Winter 2009 Community Design Studio, led by Jeff Hou, was one of the 45
selected entries on display at the Parallel Cases Exhibition, a part of the 4th International
Architectural Biennale Rotterdam, under the theme of Open City: Designing Co-existence, from
September 2009 to January 2010. The studio developed tactics and strategies to revitalize
King Street that connects Chinatown and Little Saigon in Seattle’s International District.

Green Community Exhibition

“Gardens of Hope” Guatemala City, Guatemala a student-driven, design-build project
directed by Daniel Winterbottom was featured as one of six projects in this exhibition held at
the National Building Museum, Washington D.C., 2009

European Biennale of Landscape Architecture

The 6th annual European Biennial of Landscape Architecture titled “Liquid Landscapes”
featured projects from across the globe and culminated in the Rosa Barba Prize for
Landscape Architecture. The University Projects Exhibit was a part of this larger and
impressive Biennial. Five UW MLA thesis projects were submitted and selected for display as
a part of the final exhibit. The students were: Sarah Ferreter, Erica Huang, Heide Martin, Katy
Saunders, and Katherine Wimble.

AWARDS
2009 ASLA Community Service Award

Awarded by the American Society of Landscape Architects to Daniel Winterbottom

2010 Great Places Design Award

Gardens of Hope Project, Guatemala City, Guatemala. Awarded by Environmental Design
Research Association (EDRA) to Daniel Winterbottom

2010 Great Places Book Award

Greening Cities, Growing Communities: Learning from Seattle’s Urban Community Gardens
(Landscape Architecture Foundation and University of Washington Press 2009). Awarded by
Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA) to Jeffrey Hou, Julie Johnson,

and Laura Lawson

John Brinckerhoff Jackson 2010 Book Prize

Unbounded Practice: Women and Landscape Architecture in the Early Twentieth Century.
Awarded by the Foundation for Landscape Studies to Thaisa Way.

Fulbright Senior Scholar Award
Council of International Education and Exchanges, to New Zealand, 2009. Awarded to Nancy
Rottle. Research project: Ecological Infrastructure for Climate Mitigation and Adaptation

50 YEARS
OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE IN SEATTLE

While Seattle in 1960 had only a handful of landscape architecture firms and no academic
program, today our city has one of the most diverse and progressive design communities
in the country. The Department and the professional community celebrated 50 years of
professional education, practice, and groundbreaking design in Seattle with a Gala on
Saturday, November 6, 2010. More than 400 alumni, friends, and professionals attended
the event, featuring Laurie Olin as the guest speaker. For photographs from the event, go to:
http://be.washington.edu/Support/joinus.php#
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Daniel Friedman, Professor and Dean

Rich Horner, Research Associate Professor
Jeffrey Hou, Associate Professor and Chair
Julie Johnson, Associate Professor

Lynne Manzo, Associate Professor

Anne Vernez Moudon, Professor

Nancy Rottle, Associate Professor

lain Robertson, Associate Professor
Luanne Smith, Senior Lecturer

Ben Spencer, Assistant Professor

David Streatfield, Professor Emeritus
Thaisa Way, Associate Professor

Daniel Winterbottom, Associate Professor
Ken Yocom, Assistant Professor

Michelle Arab, Lecturer

Nate Cormier, Lecturer
Jamie Fleckenstein, Lecturer
Brice Maryman, Lecturer
Julie Parrett, Lecturer

Nhon Truong, Lecturer

Chad Wichers, Lecturer

Linda Chalker-Scott, Affiliate faculty
Jim Diers, Affiliate faculty

Ray Gastil, Affiliate faculty

Grant Jones, Affiliate faculty

Kelley Pagano, Assistant to the Chair
JoAnne Edwards, Program Coordinator

Professional Advisory Council

Nate Cormier, SvR Design

Carrie Culp, Urban Oasis

David Graves, Seattle Parks and Recreation
Laura Haddad, Haddad | Drugan

Collie Hough Beck, HBB Landscape Architecture
Peter Hummel, Anchor QEA

Karen Janosky (PAC Chair), Gustafson Guthrie Nichol
Kristine Kenney, University of Washington

Kathy Kirby, Mithun

Shannon Nichol, Gustafson Guthrie Nichol

Chris Overdorf, Jones and Jones

Julie Parrett, Seattle Design Commission

Steve Shea, The Berger Partnership

Kris Snider, Hewitt

Peg Staeheli, SvR Design

Barbara Swift, Swift Company

Juliet Vong, HBB Landscape Architecture
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